
H 187. The Constitution in the Early Republic. . 9 units (3-0-6); first term. This course will trace 
many of the major constitutional debates that occurred during the first half-century of U.S. 
History. We will look to the courts, to the legislatures, to Presidents, and to constitutional 
theorists of the Early Republic to gain insight into how the first generations of Americans 
understood their Constitution and the governments and rights it recognized. During this 
formative period, Americans contemplate the location of sovereignty in a federated republic, 
the rights and privileges of citizenship, and the role of judicial review in a democratic society. 
Though we will remain firmly entrenched in the period before the Civil War, we will find that 
many of the issues that created constitutional strife two centuries ago are still relevant to the 
constitutional questions of today. Instructor:  
Schoeppner. 
 
 


