L 152 a:  Information sheet (Fall ’11 Org. Meeting)

(Selections in translation from 17th and 18th century French literature;  readings and discussions in English.)

Reading list:  (original titles)


CORNEILLE

Le Cid  (copies supplied by instructor)


       “


Horace



ISBN 0-946162-57-3 Angel Classics


MOLIÈRE

Tartuffe


ISBN 0-451-52454-3 Signet Classic


       “


Le Misanthrope

ISBN 0-486-27065-3 Dover Thrift


RACINE

Phèdre



ISBN 0-14-044591-9 Penguin Cl.


LAFAYETTE

La Princesse de Clèves
ISBN 0-393-96333-0 Norton Critical


PRÉVOST

Manon Lescaut

ISBN 0-14-144559-5 Penguin Cl.


VOLTAIRE

Candide


ISBN 0-486-26689-3 Dover Thrift


ROUSSEAU

2 Discours


ISBN 0-460-87357-1 Everyman

DIDEROT

Jacques le fataliste

ISBN 0-19-283874-1 Oxford W. Cl.

LACLOS

Les Liaisons dangereuses
ISBN 0-14-044116-6 Penguin Cl.

Requirements:

1. regular reading, at an average rate of one work per week.

2. class participation.  Although I will cover historical settings or refer to background and criteria in keeping with the nature of a lecture course, we are also a group of fellow readers interested in sharing our insights as we proceed.  Students’ impressions of literary features are a valuable component of the course; discussion is always welcome and will be encouraged during class meetings.  Depending on the enrollment numbers, students may be asked to give an oral report based on supplementary reading.

(grade:  30%)

3. written work.  A paper will be assigned for the midterm zone (a topic list will be

supplied). At the end of the course, there will be an extensive written (take-home) test, in which I will propose a series of passages from the works on the reading list for literary analysis.  A second essay will also be required.







(grade:  70%)

[Further information between Sept. 2 and Organizational Meeting:

  e-mail contact = cdebedts@aol.com]

L 152 a:  French literature in translation, classical period.

Reading list summary.

This survey course covers literary works from the 17th century -- le grand siècle -- when the French monarchy attained its greatest power and splendor, and the 18th century, which ended with its dissolution.  We will begin with classical works for the theater by Corneille, Molière and Racine, then turn to Madame de Lafayette’s The Princess of Clèves, now considered the first important novel in the French literary canon.  18th century works will include Prévost’s Manon Lescaut, which proved the inspiration for two 19th century operas, Voltaire’s biting Candide, two of Rousseau’s controversial Discours, Diderot’s anti-novel Jacques the Fatalist and the outright scandalous Dangerous liaisons by Chaderlos de Laclos.

[No knowledge of the French language is necessary for class discussions.]

Assignment components.

1.  Regular reading, at a rate designed to cover these works in ten weeks.  Basic page number goals will be assigned for each class meeting.  There will be at least one supplementary reading assignment.

2.  Class participation.  Although I will cover historical settings or refer to literary background and criteria in keeping with the nature of a lecture course, we are also a group of fellow readers interested in sharing our insights as we proceed.  Students’ impressions of literary features are a valuable component of the course; discussion is always welcome and will be encouraged during class meetings.  [30% of grade]

3.  Written work.  Students will be expected to write two essays.  A suggested topic list will be available on the course website (under “assignments”) for each author or period, but students are welcome to develop their own topics.  There will also be one take-home test at the end of the term, which will consist of a series of brief literary analyses of passages selected from the works on the reading list.  [70% of grade] 

For further information between Sept. 2 and Organizational Meeting:  email contact = cdebedts@aol.com
